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glory.   It commenced at the close of the Pelo-
ponnesian War.   In fact, the steps by which
Athenian oratory approached .to its finished
excellence seem to have been almost contempo-
raneous with those by which the Athenian
character and the Athenian empire sank to
degradation.    At  the  time when  the little
commonwealth* achieved those victories which
twenty-five eventful centuries have left un-
equaled, eloquence was in its infancy.    The
deliverers of  Greece became its plunderers
and oppressors.    Unmeasured exaction, atro*
cious vengeance, the madness of the multn
tude, the tyranny of the great, filled the Cy-
clades with tears, and blood, and mourning.
The sword unpeopled whole islands in a day.
The plow passed over the ruins of famous
cities.    The imperial republic sent forth her
children by thousands to pine in the quarries
of Syracuse, or to feed the vultures of -ZEgo-
spotami. She was at length "reduced by famine
and slaughter to humble herself before her
enemies,  and to purchase existence by the
sacrifice of her empire and her laws.   During
these disastrous and gloomy years oratory was
advancing toward its highest excellence.   And
it was when the moral, the political, and the
military character of the people was most ut-
terly degraded, when the viceroy of a Macedo-
nian sovereign gave law to* Greece, that the
courts of Athens witnessed the most splendid
contest of eloquence the world had ever known.
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